Language Arts; 8th grade
Course Syllabus 2015-2016
Dana Minock 

Email: dana.minock@leusd.k12.ca.us
Room 30
While I do not hold specific office hours I am available most days after school.  In addition I will return any phone calls or emails (usually the quickest response) within 24 hours.  If you have a need to meet with me, please contact me and I will be happy to set up a time.

Course Description: Language Arts is a year-long course which has been carefully designed according to the Common Core Standards for Language Arts, and will prepare the student for all Common Core related testing.   In addition, over the course of the year, an emphasis will be placed on the students’ development of writing, reading comprehension, and critical/analytical skills.   .
Required Materials

· Textbook: McDougal Littell- The Language of Literature (provided by the school)

· Supplemental reading books* (provided by the school):

· A Day No Pigs Would Die
· Old Man and the Sea 
· The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
· The Outsiders
*Please note: this list is tentative and may change at any time at the teacher’s discretion. 

· Notebook, paper, and a folder or pocket specifically for Language Arts
· Writing utensils, highlighters, pens and pencils
Writing Assignments: All writing assignments are designed to help students improve their ability to construct essays that are clear, concise, and interesting; students will be expected to show improvement in basic writing techniques throughout the year.  

Attendance Policy: Students are expected to be in class, on time, and prepared to learn each day. Students will be held accountable to the attendance policy found in the student handbook. 

Daily Procedures: I believe that the best way to get the most out of our time together is for you, the student, to know what you should be doing at all times. For this reason, we will have a set of procedures to go through every day. You should never have to ask, “What are we supposed to be doing?” Keep in mind that there will be some days that things will change, but I will let you know when that happens. The following are the steps you should take from the moment you walk into the classroom

1. Take your assigned seat; then take out a pen and your notebook.

2. Begin the warm up activity. It will either be on the board or the overhead.
3. Review the daily agenda. 
4. Begin the daily lesson.

5. Assign/explain homework.

Class Rules: The following rules should only be considered a guide, and are in addition to the Luiseno School rules.

1.  Arrive to class on time and prepared.

2. Show respect to yourself and others at all times. Poor language is unacceptable. This includes cussing, racial slurs, sexist comments, and the use of any inappropriate slang terms. 

3. Do not bring gum, food, or drinks into the classroom (water is okay).

4. Participate often and appropriately

5. No cell phones or other technology is allowed out in class.  If it is seen, it will be confiscated and parent will have to pick it up from front office.
Consequences: All misbehavior has its consequences. The following is the list of consequences that will follow if rules are broken. Generally, disciplinary steps will be sequential, but I reserve the right to skip or repeat steps at my discretion. 

1. First verbal warning
2.  Second verbal warning
3. Send to office/letter to parent to get signed
Grading Procedures:  All grades will be calculated on a point system.  Grades can be found on Jupitergrades.com

Grading Scale 


	100
	-
	90%
	=
	A

	89
	-
	80%
	=
	B

	79
	-
	70%
	=
	C

	69
	-
	60%
	=
	D

	59
	-
	0%
	=
	F


Late Work:   You will work on assignments on an on-going basis and will receive plenty of time to complete them. On some occasions I will give students a chance to redo/ rewrite an assignment to show improvement. In order for this to happen, the assignment must be whole-heartedly attempted the first time.   Work is expected on the day it is due, any work received past the due date will have a reduced score and will only be accepted until the following Monday.
Make-up work: If a student is absent, he/she has one week to make up the assignment he/she has missed. If an assignment was assigned before the absence occurred, it is due upon the day of return.

Extra Credit: Extra credit opportunities will be rare and difficult. It is much easier to just do the work as it is assigned. Do not count on extra credit to “save your grade.” 

